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Hosted by the Board of Education

SOCIAL HOUR / 
ENTERTAINMENT ...................................Selections by
 WNHS Children of the Chord  
DINNER

WELCOME ...............................................Tom Wollpert,
 Greenwood Elementary Principal

RECOGNITION OF RETIREES ...............Michael Moan, EdD, 
 Superintendent
 Carl W. Gilmore,
 Board President

CLOSING REMARKS ..............................Tom Wollpert,
 Greenwood Elementary Principal

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Mr. Carl W. Gilmore, President

Mr. Jacob Homuth, Vice-President
Mr. John D. Parisi, Secretary

Dr. Michelle Bidwell
Dr. Bruce Farris

Mr. John Headley
Mr. Jerry Miceli
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FUTURE PLANS:  I am planning to move to 
Tennessee.  I want a few acres with a running 
creek and a mountain view.

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  I love 
refinishing furniture, gardening and cooking.  
I am involved in volunteer ministry work and 
rebuilding work.

FUTURE PLANS:  We bought a home in 
Arizona and will be snowbirds at first.  I plan to 
work a few hours a week as a speech therapist 
in Arizona.

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  Pugs, yoga and 
swimming

HONORS RECEIVED/OFFICES HELD: I was 
the Union representative at Clay Academy.

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE: Bill Donato; being able to work 
in the same school, WHS, with my husband was 
amazing, fun, maddening and educational.

MICHELLE (MICKEY)  
ANDERSON

ELIZABETH DONATO

“I love you more than my 
luggage!!”

“Trust your journey”(Transportation)
(Clay Academy & Woodstock High School)



2019 Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 Staff Retirement Dinner 5

ALBERT KREJCI

“Work hard!”

FUTURE PLANS:  Spending time with my 
grandchildren 

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  Woodworking 
and model trains

HONORS RECEIVED/ 
OFFICES HELD: I was hired as a mechanic 
and promoted to shop foreman.  I am 
certified in truck front end alignment by Bee 
Line and alignment certified in school bus 
repair.

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE:
Ruth Kolar was the Transporation Director 
who hired me.  Dr. Habeck and John 
Radka would come out and see how things 
were going, and I enjoyed working with 
Transportation Director Gene Smith.

FUTURE PLANS:  Relaxing at the lake house 
and traveling to visit friends and family

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  Community 
service, kayaking, and reading

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE: I have had the honor of 
working with many incredible, dedicated 
educators at VDELC.  Kim Beystehner was my 
supervising teacher from 2007-2016.  Kim 
was a wonderful mentor and friend, who 
showed me teaching is so much more than 
academics.  She instilled in me her belief 
that each student should be celebrated for 
their individual gifts, and that early childhood 
education is about discovery, creativity and 
joy – the important foundation for every 
student’s educational future.

CYNDY LAYOFF

“A child is a story yet
to be told.”

“Choose joy!”

(Transportation) (Verda Dierzen Early Learning Center)
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FUTURE PLANS:  Travel, spending time 
with my two grandson, seeing the world, 
and having fun!

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES: I love 
reading, gardening and boating.

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE:  My daughter – She is a 
special education teacher in Milwaukee, 
and she is the one who told me how 
awesome it is to work with special 
education students.

JENNIFER OWCARZ

“Take it all in!”

FUTURE PLANS:  Relaxing and enjoying 
my garden

HONORS RECEIVED/OFFICES HELD: 
I served in the Transporation Union by 
managing their membership for 15 
years; I was a Steward for one year and 
Vice-President for two years.

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE: All the kids I drove – I 
have lots of memories of 25 years of 
driving children.

JULIE MILLER

“Enjoy Life!”
(Transportation) (Olson Elementary School)
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FUTURE PLANS:  Travel as often as 
possible as I have many bucket list places 
to travel such as the Holy Land, a bike 
ride in Vermont during the fall colors, and 
visiting the National parks.  This fall, I have 
the opportunity to attend parent week in 
Austria to visit our daughter who will be 
studying abroad for the semester.  I plan 
to be productive, but take one day at a 
time and enjoy the new pace.  Getting to 
spend lots more time with my grandson is 
a bonus as well.

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  Walking, 
hiking, biking, kayaking, yoga, travel, and 
reading lots of good books……

HONORS RECEIVED/OFFICES HELD: 
Panera Teacher of the Year

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE:  The many professional 
educators in District 200 who work well as 
a team, support each other, share ideas 
and collaborate for the best interests of 
children specifically: Mary Widmer, Diana 
Frisbie, John Rigby, and Renee Simes.

CYNTHIA PALMER

“Kind words can be short and 
easy to speak, but their echoes 

are truly endless.”

~ Mother Teresa

“A great teacher takes a hand, opens a mind 
and touches a heart.”

FUTURE PLANS:  Travel, home projects, 
work part-time, and spend more time with 
family and friends

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  Learn how to 
golf, photography/photo books, cooking 
classes and reading

HONORS RECEIVED/OFFICES HELD: 
• One of two teachers hired to open up 

District 200’s first state-funded Pre-K 
program in February 1986

• Moved to teaching half-day 
kindergarten in fall 1993

• Piloted and taught the 5-day-5 program
• One of five teachers chosen to pilot full-

day kindergarten for District 200
• Served as a lead teacher, mentor and 

member of numerous curriculum 
building and district committees

• Building representative for the WCT 
Union

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE:  Dr. Cheryl Rike, my first 
principal – I have been fortunate to work 
under many great principals, but she was 
the one who hired me and gave me a 
chance to work in District 200.  She taught 
me how to be a true professional and how 
to be a genuine colleague.  She expected 
us to be professional, work hard and find 
humor in our lives.  I have strived to do 
just that during my career in District 200.

TOBY PARKER-GOAD
(Olson Elementary School) (Verda Dierzen Early Learning Center)



8 2019 Woodstock Community Unit School District 200 Staff Retirement Dinner

FUTURE PLANS: I look forward to 
enjoying everything and anything – big or 
small – that comes our way, me and Ron.

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  I love 
reading, road trips, traveling, and simply 
spending time with Ron, our kids, our add-
on kids, and brand new grandson.

HONORS RECEIVED/OFFICES HELD: 
INSPRA Award of Excellence for the WHS 
Graduation Program and the INSPRA 
Award of Merit for the WHS Data Book

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE: Ellyn Wrzeski – Over the 
many years that I’ve gotten to know Ellyn 
both professionally and personally, I felt 
firsthand her dedication and drive to 
providing District 200 families and staff 
the best possible educational experience.  
Her leadership skills gave me a sense 
of pride in working for District 200 and 
in giving 100% each and every day – for 
that, I thank her!  I am grateful for her 
continued friendship and support.

PATTY SINDELAR

 “Character, good or bad, is built by the way we 
handle the trials and tribulations that we face, 
and we are never too old to build character.”

~ My Dad 

FUTURE PLANS:  Marla and I are looking 
forward to spending lots of time with our kids 
and grandkids, traveling, camping, working 
on and enjoying our place in Florida, cruising, 
volunteering, helping others, and relaxing and 
enjoying each other.  We’re also excited for the 
unexpected opportunities that await us.

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  Being with family, 
camping, kayaking, biking, wood working, yard 
work, serving at church, and helping others 
with projects

HONORS RECEIVED/OFFICES HELD: Top 10 
Science Teacher in Illinois; Woodstock Moose 
Lodge Teacher of the Year; and two-time Star 
105.5 Teacher of the Month 

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE:  I have been blessed to have 
been able to “go to school” these past forty 
years and not “go to work.”  Those that I 
have taught with can be best described as 
compassionate and caring.  It’s been a pleasure 
and privilege to work and share with such 
wonderful administrators, staff, families, and 
students my entire teaching career.  Every day 
I learned something new from my colleagues 
and students; they helped me become a better 
teacher, and more importantly a better person.

JOHN RIGBY

“People don’t care how much you know 
until they know how much you care.”

~ Theodore Roosevelt 

(Olson Elementary School) (Technology)
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FUTURE PLANS: My husband and I will 
be retiring to Wisconsin in the spring 
and summer, and in Florida for the fall 
and winter.  We hope to do a couple 
trips each year and would like to go to 
the Cubs training camp one spring.

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  I enjoy 
my seven grandchildren and hanging 
with our Great Dane puppy.  I also like 
playing games of all kinds and just 
sitting down and listening to waves at 
the beach and going boating.

HONORS RECEIVED/OFFICES HELD: 
WHS Class Advisor for 12 years:  Class 
of 2010, Class of 2014, and Class of 
2018

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE: Gail Michnay – I worked 
with Gail one of my first few years as 
a classroom associate.  Gail was the 
most kind and caring person I have 
ever worked with.  She showed me 
how to guide and treat people in a 
way that made them feel good about 
themselves even if they really messed 
up, and that kind words go much 
farther than criticism.

WENDI SORENSEN

“Dance like nobody is watching”

FUTURE PLANS:  Traveling, spending more 
time with sons in California and Michigan, 
looking for our potential “snowbird” home, 
volunteering, church and caring for the 
elderly

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  Boating, 
baking, snow skiing, reading, and Wisconsin 
sports

HONORS RECEIVED/OFFICES HELD: WCT 
Building representative as well as served on 
various District 200 planning committees

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A 
DIFFERENCE:  My parents impressed upon 
me at a young age the importance of higher 
education.  They provided me with the 
needed support throughout college and 
the early years of my career.  Cheryl Rike, 
Principal – Cheryl would always set high 
expectations for her staff while balancing 
it with compassion and a sense of humor 
when appropriate.  As a teacher you always 
wonder how you may influence your 
students’ lives.  In my first year, I had a 3-year 
old child who was one of my favorites.  
28 years later, Kristi Newman became 
a colleague, friend, and fellow speech 
pathologist.

CARLA VOSS

“Remember that the happiest people are not those 
getting more, but those giving more.”

~ H. Jackson Brown Jr. 

(Verda Dierzen Early Learning Center)(Woodstock High School)
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RUSSELL R. WIRTH

FUTURE PLANS:  To fish and boat; 
also spend time with my family and 
grandkids

INTERESTS AND HOBBIES:  Boating, 
fishing, watching my granddaughter 
and grandsons play sports; watching 
the Cubs, Bears and Blackhawks
  
HONORS RECEIVED/OFFICES HELD: 
Honorable Discharge from the Army, 
and 30 years of service with Neptune 
Construction

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE 
A DIFFERENCE:  John Theriault – he 
helped my son in academics and sports.

“Live life to the fullest!”

(Woodstock High School)



Congratulations, 
Thank You and Best Wishes 

to All of Our Retirees!
Retirees who were unable to attend 

tonight’s celebration are:

KIMBERLEE BERTRAND
GLORIA BUJAK

BETSY (HELEN) CAMPBELL
RAY CAYWOOD
GINO GIANNINI

PATRICIA HACKBART
RITA KAMINSKI

HELEN LEDANSKI
JILL OLIVER

SUSAN D. TEMPIN
VICTORIA WELZEN

DAVID WILSON




